TOYOTA Brings Lexus to Buffalo
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|

- AvOTA MOTOR MANUFACTURING,

puTnAMm
COUNTY >

Development Anthority, Inc.

oped with Toyota, the world’ sthird largest
automobile manufacturer.

“Twenty years ago it was adream of mine

> Mr. Toshiaki “ Tag” Taguchi, president and CEO of Toyota North America announces
0) that “ thiswill mark the first time Lexus has produced engines outside of Japan,” as Mr.
o Taguchi explained that Toyota will bring production of engines and transmissions for the
o I popular Lexus RX300 sport utility vehicle to its Buffalo, WV plant.
< F “What away to begin 2001,” was the way that Toyotawould cometo West Virginia
o PCDA'’ s Executive Director Gary Walton and set up aproduction plant. Closetofive
@) explained his reaction to the announcement years ago, that dream cametrue,” Rockefel-
o that Toyotawould bring production of en- ler said, “and today I’ m thrilled that Toyota
. gines and transmissions for the Lexus RX isbringing their most sophisticated engine
= m 300 to the Buffalo, West Virginiaplant. to Buffalo.” “In addition to the 1,000 high
= Toyotawill invest an additional $50 million ~ P&/ingjobs Toyotahas placed in West Vir-
= m for equipment and tooling to accommodate ginia, thgy havedso brc’)’ught prestigeand
Lexus V6 engine and automatic transmi s- recognitiontoour state.
.- sion production, aswell asto
— expand capacity of the four- :
< cylinder line at the Buffalo B | | LANUFACTURING, WEST VIR
2] m plant by 40,000 engines anru-
L aly. Thefour-cylinder line
= will add production for Toy-
m ota’snew M atrix, just intro-
t duced at the Detroit auto
|:|_: m show, and for the GM Vibe, to
be produced at New United
=z Motor Manufacturing. Com-
@) bined four —cylinder and V6
engine capacity will grow to
g 540,000 annually.
Employment is projected to
= climb to 1,000 by 2003 and U.S Senator Jay Rockefeller tries on a new Lexus ball cap dur-
;) D investment will grow to $950 ing the announcement ceremonies. The Senator has partici-
_ million. pated in every TMMWV announcement to date.
= o During the ceremonies, Sena- . e i
tor Jy Rockele ke eboutthocce: TN o i righne plantwes
m lent relationship West Virginiahas devel- nounced in 1996.

(More storiesand pictureson page 2)

All photos by Gary Walton



TOYOTA Announcement (continued from page 1)

Newly elected Governor Bob Wise was
enthused at hisfirst mgjor job announce-
ment of 2001. The Governor said that “the
announcement of athird expansion of the
Toyotaplantisagreat day for West Vir-
giniaand agreat start for our new admini-
stration. Asgovernor, one of my economic
development prioritiesisinvesting in exist-
ing jobs and retai ning existing businesses.”
He continued, that “...the growth of a )
world-class company like Toyotais atesta-
ment to the quality of our workforce and
sends a strong message that West Virginia |
isagreat placeto do business.” \

e

Prior to the announcement, TMMWV I vJ
President & CEO, Tomoya Toriumi recog- m' 1|

nized the support and cooperation of Buf-

falo Mayor Bill Whittington and Putnam l!,

County Commissioners James Withrow, i o
James Caruthers and Clinton ‘Bud’ Beaver S—
in the success of Toyotain West Virginia.

Governor Bob Wise speaks at the
Toyota announcement.

Toyota sMotor Manufacturing WV manu-
facturing facility includes 1.1 million sqg. ft.
and occupies 230 acresjust south of Buffalo. Current employ-
ment at TMMWYV isabout 725 persons with an annual payroll of
$35 million.

The plant produces
four-cylinder engines
for the Toyota Co-
rollaand Prizm; V6
enginesfor Camry,
Avalon and Sienng;
and will produce
automatic transmi s-
sionsfor the North-
American built
Camry beginning in
2001.

With facilities all
Putnam County Commission President Jim  oyer North America,
and CEO Tomoya Toriumi In'pact includesadi-

WVDO Regional Meetings

$11.7 billionwith direct enploy-
ment of 31,000. Toyota s North
American annua payroll is $1.75
billion.

|| Oneof the questionsawaysonthe

'\ minds of arearesidentsisthe com
pany’s employment impact on this
part of West Virginia. Asof Janu-
ary 23, 2001, it is reported that 94%
of TMMWV'’ s production team
members are West Virginiaresi-
dents. Seventy-eight percent of
the production team members come
from Putnam and the six (6) coun-
tiesaround Putnam County.

Business expansions are one of the
most exciting aspects of the Devel-
opment Authority’ swork and our
continued efforts will be primarily
directed toward growing Putnam
County’ sexisting industrial base
and aiding in the enhancement of
our firm's competitiveness.

PCDA’sExecutive
Director and represan-
tatives of our Business
Development Commit-
tee will continueto
meet with the represa-
tatives of Putnam
County industriesto
assistinexpansion in
any way possible.

Congratulations

Toyota M otor

Manufacturing,

West Virginia At the Lobby Reception after the announce-
ment guests posed for photos. Above (L) is

Thank you for your Commissioner Bud Beaver with

continued faithin Put-
nam County & West

\/irninia

Governor Bob Wise

Representatives of area economic development organizations
gathered on February 1, 2001 for their quarterly WV Develop-
ment Office Regional Meeting hosted by BIDCO in Charleston

WV DO Senior Manager Rolland Phillips (fourth from left in the
photo at right) called the meeting. The regional meetings alow
development organizationsto share information with other agen-
ciesand to learn of best practices. WV DO Executive Director
John Snider provided areview of the Market Street study.

(LR
Timothy
McNeely
and Marlo
Scruggs,
WDO,
Sharon
Shaw, HADCO, Rolland Phillips, and Martha Sayre of Jackson Co.
Development Corp. listen as John Snider explains implementation of

the Market Street stug.z
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South Putnam PSD Will Provide Sewer Service To Business Park

Recently, Fred Stottlemyer, General Manager of South Putnam
PSD and PSD Assistant Manager, Jason Henderson, visited the
new Putnam Business Park to examine where the collector line
would beinstaled in order for South Putnam to serve the park.

Thelinewill beinstalled from the Buffalo Regional Sewage
Treatment facility -just south of the Toyota Plant—acrossthe
Kanawhariver to the business park making sewer service avail-
ableto acurrently un-served area of Putnam County.

Thelineisprojected to beinstalled to provide sewer serviceto
the Park inthefall of 2001. Sewer serviceisakey infrastructure
item needed to attract businessto the county’ s newest business
and industry park located in Fraziers Bottom.

“Life is seldom fair. Ben Franklin discovered electricity;
but the man who invented the METER made all the

Fred Sottlemyer (L), General Manager of South Putnam Public
money.” Service District and Jason Henderson, Assistant Manager, look
over plansto install sewer service to Putnam Business Park.

“West Virginia—A Vision Shared”

“West Virginia—A Vision Shared” wasthe theme and thetitle of 4. Intélectual Infrastructureinthe21st Century. [ Focus
ameeting held recently in Charleston to discussthe Economic on educational attainment, worker training and research &
Development Strategy completed recently by Market Street Ser- development].

vices. Inthe spring of 2000, the West Virginia Council for Com
munity and Economic Development commissioned Market Street
Services, Inc. to assess the economic competitiveness of the
state, solicit input from various stakeholdersand to assist in the
development of astrategy and implementation plan. The Council hasseveral “action priorities’ with regard to the

In mid-December, 2000 a meeting §trategy. Ll pri c.’m'.%
washeld tointroducethe strategy and ! ncludethe mo dification of
implementation plan. TheYear 1 Its dmer;bc;;lm P. ?:ﬁ siudy
Implementation Plan includes several :tnate?é eéjon'(;)r?“% de\(j o
rather aggressive activities that will - P-
requireanew level of thinking to jment structure and pro-

meet the performance measures out- gramming, the establish-
lined in the plan. - |ment of benchmarks, in-

|stitution of annual progress

~ levauation, creating/

- |enhancing the council’s

~ |website, and finally, insti-
~ Jtutinganannual summit

L |for stakeholders.

5. New Economy: New Challenges and New Solutions.
[Diversification of the state’ s economy, increase capital
formation, and increase entrepreneurship in the state].

Theplanincludes severa specific
areas:

1. Reaults-based Government:
Planning for the Future.
[Government reform, infrastruc-
ture development, and healthy
citizens].

A DT If youwould like a copy of
ﬂiml’ﬂm!'? o w S the Strategy or Implemen-
G RS j B8 totion Plan, if you arein-
2. Building Bridges and Empow-  terested in plan details, or
ering Citizens. [Regiond coop- .
erati?)n and imag[e i?ngprove- P Westvi rginia Development Office Executive Director John Snider ad-  havequestions, please con-
dresses the gathering. Looking on are Council members Mallie Combs  tact the West VirginiaDe-

ment. (seated), Don Rigby (standing) and Mac Holladay of Market Sreet ~ velopment Office at 304-

3. Further Study and Analysis. Services, Inc. (seated-right). 558-2234. You can aso
[Restructure and refocus of in- visit the Council’sweb
centives, new tax structure, and site. The URL (web
review prevailing wages). address) is: http://imww.wvcouncil.org
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burnam U.S. 35 Corridor Management Plan

COUNnTY >

Dhevelopment Authority, Ino

Board of Directors Caleb Faux, Project Man-
ager from Pflum, Kalus-
Clinton Beaver Wayne Bennett meier & Gehrum (PKG),
James Caruthers David Bunger (photo-l€eft) lead the dis-
Dale Eggleton Roy Hamilton cussion of potential tools
Patsy Hardy Johnny Harris for management of the
Beverly Jarrett David Kimberling new U.S. Route 35 corri-
David Copenhaver Dennis Prisk dor at arecent meeting.
Jack McLane Robert Pennington
Courtlandt Smith Nancy Smith Thetoolsdiscussedin-
John Smolak Ben Vest : cluded: land useregula-
Harry Whipkey Linda Williams Kelly Brooker (1) watches as Caleb Faux answers  tions, utility policy, land-
Thomas D. Winter questions during a Steering Committee meeting at the  scaping and design regu-
Holiday Inn Express on January 30, 2001 lations, land development
Staff regulations, access man-
Gary S. Walton, CED, Executive Director agement strate_giesand sce_nic management. Mem_bersof the Steering Commit-
Gloretta Bishop, Administrative Assistant tee appear anxiousto pr(_)V|defor orderly and eff|C|er!t management and develop-
' ment of the U.S. 35 corridor. The management plan is being development by the
Phone: (304) 757-0318 consultantsin cooperation with the Putnam County Planning Commission, the
Chamber of Commerce and the Development Authority.

i A public meeting was held in November, 2000 to get public input into the kinds
PC DA EIeCtS 2001 Offl CErs of development considered appropriate. That meeting washeld at Valley Park.

David Kimberling (left) accepts a plague in recognition of histwo years of service as
PCDA President from incoming President Way ne Bennett at the January regular
PCDA board meeting. New officers elected at the January annual meeting of the
Development Authority included: Wayne Bennett, President, Courtlandt L. Smith,
Vice-President, and Dennis Prisk, Secretary -Treasurer.

The Development Authority has served as Putnam County’ slead industrial develo p-
ment contact since 1961.

Welcome to our newest board

member: David Copenhaver

Putnam County Development Authority, Inc.
P.O. Box 167
Scott Depot, West Virginia 25560
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